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OGC 73-2105

9 November 1973

Mr. Dennis Hedderman _

AT

Dear Mr. Hedderman:

The Director of Central Intelligence has asked me to reply
to your letter of October 18, 1973, inquiring about his authority not
to disclose the Agency's receipts and expenditures.

I understand your concern that a citizen should be able to find
out how his taxes are spent by the government. On the other hand,
expenditures for intelligence activities must be kept secret if those
activities are to be effective. For this reason, Congress has en-
acted laws protecting the Agency's expenditures from disclosure and
has made the Director of Central Intelligence responsible for carrying
out those laws.

The newspaper article you refer to concerns a lawsuit by
William B. Richardson against the United States challenging the
secrecy of CIA appropriations and spending. As you probably know,
the right of a citizen to sue his government is limited by law. Mr.
Richardson's right to sue in this case will be decided by the United
States Supreme Court, which heard arguments on that question on
October 10, 1973.

We appreciate your interest and hope you now understand why
we cannot make public the Agency's receipts and expenditures.

Sincerely,
OGC:JDM:cap
Original - Addressee
4~ RECORDS ; Associate General Counsel //[
1 - JDM Signer i/ .

1 - Chrono .
1 - Executive Secretac at
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